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From the Editor
Bishop Don Shafer discusses: "Where is the Church?"
from our Brotherhood viewpoint. He emphasizes the
importance of the individual believer's relationship with a
congregation and then to the wider aspects of our Brotherhood. Pastor Robert Hempy presents the last of the preGeneral Conference series: "Inward Bound vs. Outward
Bound." Pastor Hempy helps us to look inward; looking at
our quality of service for the Lord Jesus Christ and then
our service one to another and the wider circle of Christian
believers.
Messiah College pictures Brotherhood support of the
College, staff and students. Messiah Village pastor, LeRoy
B. Walters writes in something of a different vein, discussing "A Grief Ministry in the Local Church."
Missions emphasis, Church news, MCC and other items
make informative reading.
General Conference Information
This will be the last issue of the Evangelical Visitor
you receive before General Conference. The deadlines
for registration with the Convention Director, and for
registration for meals and lodging with McMaster
University are both past. If you have somehow overlooked these, call Paul Hostetler, (717) 766-2621.
Requests from those needing to be met at the airport
or station need to be in Claude Winger's hands by June
15. After that date, be sure to call him, (416) 894-0717.
After June 20, all changes in meals or lodging
should be made by phone. The phone number of
McMaster University Conference Services is (416)
525-9140, Extension 4781. For a full refund of monies
advanced to the university for lodging or meals, call
their number by June 25. No refunds after that date.
Registration will open on Saturday, June 28, at 9
a.m. and continue until 2:30 p.m. Most people will be
able to check into their rooms upon arrival. However,
the university is not able to guarantee this before 4
p.m.
For more information, contact the Convention
Director, Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone:
(717) 766-2621.

CHURCH NEWS
Ordination to the Christian Ministry
J. Andrew and Anita Stoner were ordained to the Christian
ministry Sunday, September 9, 1979. The service was held in the
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church where they are now serving
as pastor and wife.
Bishop John Byers led the service and conducted the ordination. Dr. Owen Alderferof Ashland Theological Seminary where
J. Andrew took his training, presented the ordination message
and Dr. Henry Ginder presented the charge.
Also sharing in the service was Rev. Eugene Heidler, pastor of
Cedar Grove, Rev. Stoner's home congregation. Pastor Omer
King of the Silverdale Brethren in Christ Church also assisted in
the service.
The well wishes of our Brotherhood are with Rev. and Mrs.
Stoner as they continue their ministry at Souderton.
to page 11
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where
is
the church?

A Brethren in Christ Viewpoint
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Holy Spirit. It is indeed becoming a
new creature in Christ Jesus. And it is
a profound and deeply-felt experience
for each person.
Secondly, that commitment is witnessed to by believer's baptism and
responsible membership in the church.
Incidentally, I believe these should be
closely related experiences for the new
believer. It is a sign that I belong to
God's people. And I am taking seriously
the business of doing God's will.
Thirdly, is the essence of the church.
We believe the church is primarily
people and they should be a visible
group of followers of Jesus Christ.
They obey the Lord and follow a disciplined life. The fact is the Brethren in
Christ really had no church buildings
for the first 75 years. And when they
did, they were simply called "meeting
houses." The church was basically being
God's people. We need to recover that
dynamic!
Fourthly, the church gathers around
the Scriptures as the authoritative Word
of God. We believe that by the searching of the written Word of God we will
be led by the Holy Spirit to perceive
the Living Head of the Church, namely
Jesus Christ. And that is not dependent on time and place, but rather on
Christ in the midst of His people. And
we then seek to obey the way of life
that is discerned by the church.
Fifthly, the people of God are concerned about a life that is a way of love
and peace, a holy victorious life, and a
concern to serve the world in which we
live.
The other important factor about
the church is that while the focus is on
the local body of believers, that never
happens in isolation. The local church,
like the individual, is also tied into a
larger body. We believe in the ties of
Brotherhood. And for the present, we
function in regions and as conferences
with the General Conference as the
representative body. Earlier we were
districts and councils. But regardless
of the terms of the past, present, or
future, we do relate to our brothers

and sisters. This is a call for us to
remember that we really do need each
other. If each person or each local
church does its own thing, we will lose
both our heritage and our hope. As
Carlton Wittlinger wrote in Quest for
Piety and Obedience, "the Brethren
believed that the power to 'bind' and
'loose' in a disciplinary sense resided
ultimately in the total Brotherhood."
While we may continue to struggle
with how we express our sense of
unity, we best keep the legacy of being
connected to each other in a body.
I am not ignorant of other general
bodies of believers. We may learn from
them and share with them. But to go it
alone is to share the danger of Jimmy
Jones and his followers. To join in a
movement of a unified world church
or even mergers may waste time and
energy. Let's begin where we are. Let's
know who we are, share that meaning
with the new people who come among
us. And let's boldly communicate the
message of God as a unified group of
believers. The cults are doing it with
greater meaning and impact than evangelicals. And it's not because they have
the truth. It's because they understand
their connections, share accountability, and are committed to make all
others disciples of their movement. I
believe we have a unique opportunity
to be the faithful Brethren in Christ.
Let's remember it is not to live for
ourselves, but to give ourselves.
I agree with Elton Trueblood when
he wrote in The Company of the
Committed, "The true Church is bigger
and deeper than we know. . .. There is
no reason to suppose that there was a
single pattern of organization in the
life of the early Church . . ., but whatever the variety, there was a recurring
emphasis upon the mutual love of the
brethren." If we can discover how to
practice loving each other and communicate it to others, we will be on the
pathway of being God's people. We
need to make love real to the world
that desperately needs a living demonstration.

Several developments in recent
months and years should alert us to
inquire about the essence and impact
that the church is having on the world.
Have you noticed how easy it is to
think of the church in terms of size,
buildings, and budget? And have you
also been aware of the popularity
being given to the church and the name
of Jesus? Recently in the news magazines we have seen evidences of communion being given to political hostages, accounts of religious leaders in
high places, and a focus on the "born
again" celebrities. I hardly need to
mention that the media has all kinds of
religion. I even heard last week that a
converted celebrity sang "Jesus is the
Sweetest Name I Know" in a Las
Vdgas night club and several thousand
people stood and cheered. It's really
amazing at the millions of dollars
being channeled into the coffers of the
church by way of television appeals.
But when I remember the cross and
the Scriptures that indicate all men
will hate us because of Jesus (Luke
21:17) I wonder about our witness. Is it
possible to have popular Christianity
without commitment? Is it a danger to
talk and sing about Jesus but not really
follow Him? I notice that many will
now pay nearly $10 per person for an
evening of gospel music by the latest
and most popular entertainers. Is this
the church? Is the church something to
which we go? Or is it a living group
which we may be in. I assume we
would agree that it is not enough to be
an individual believer. We must be in a
fellowship, but what is the character of
the fellowship. Is it a marginal, once a
week, attendance commitment, or does
it involve a total way of life perspective?
Let me project something of the
Brethren in Christ understanding of
the church as I perceive it. First we do
focus on personal relationship with
God. We believe the initial step is to
believe in God the Father, Son and
Don is Bishop of the Pacific and Midwest
Conferences.
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Inward BoundCongregational Life

eighties

Robert W. Hempy
The goal is a wholeness in the
Church which is in direct contrast
to a brokenness in the world. Integration is always His will for His
church. The dynamic of Jesus Christ,
which is the creation of harmony
cut out of separations, is to be
forever modeled by His church. But
how does this happen in the harsh
reality of a very human congregational life? For some, the local
church experience has actually broken them down more than built
them up. The journey inward demands an honest look at ourselves
for what ought to be there and the
admission then of what is not there.
A first mandate Biblically for the
church is servanthood. The Church
with inside health is a servant Church.
We are to be a servant of one Lord
and servants for His sake of one
another. Jesus said, "the Gentiles
lord it over you . . . (but) . . . this
shall not be so among you" Mark
10:42, 43. The Church is made up
not of bosses, but servants. We earn
the right to lead and gain a valid
authority over others only to the
proportion that we serve others.
"How can 1 serve you?" is the question of the caring Church. And the
answer is as varied as the personality of each individual fellowship.
It does seem that we serve each
other best in small portions and can
lose the servanthood quality easily
in mass. We have found in our
church, small growth groups where

4

individuals can find a safe spiritual
home within the larger congregation to be a vehicle of servanthood.
These groups provide a loving accountability where one is missed
when away and appreciated when
there. Then there are hospitality
circles, which in our church are basically social, giving opportunity for
people to be together apart from
issues. We seem to know each other
best when we are the-most relaxed
and the most genuinely human. We
can then practice love toward each
other because we know each other.
Perhaps more important than the
plan is the concept. We must create
ways to be the servant of one another
in encouragement, affirmation and
acceptance.
It is the servant church that is
then ready to serve in the congregational cause. And everyone should
have a worthwhile share in the task.
I say worthwhile because some Christian service seems to deplete more
than delight.
For the servant church to be the
serving church (and these are two
separate endeavors) service should
be based on gift more than need.
Simply to seek so many workers
because we have so many needs is to
ignore people, which is what the
church is all about anyway. A "service only" philosophy can bring
more brokenness than wholeness.
Church leadership means at it's best
helping God's people find their spiri-

tual gifts and then giving them
opportunity to use them. "What do
you like to do for Christ and the
church and what do others like to
have you do?" are the real crucial
service questions.
Rather than try to make everyone evangelists for example, try
instead to locate those gifted in this
area and train and free them to
serve. Let those gifted in other areas
be comfortable in finding and doing
what they are spiritually equipped
to do. This makes for a rested
church with people doing what they
like to do.
Finally when we look inside our
congregational life we had better
find trust. We who trust Christ
must trust one another. To deposit
a firm trust in the Jesus Christ living
in a fellow believer is to act out your
Christianity. The price of this is
often risk, which is a close kin to
trust. After all, we will never get out
on the ledge of faith together with
people we are not willing to deeply
trust personally.
Servanthood, serving, trusting;
that's a church on a long journey
inward. But it won't end there, it
simply can't. We must finally journey outside ourselves with the Gospel of His wholeness. That's what
the inner journey was all about
anyway.

Robert is pastor of the Upland, Calif.,
Brethren in Christ Church.
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Retreat 60+
. . . Plus

What?
Jeff Krimmel
In late September of 1979 the third
Retreat 60+ was held at Camp Hebron,
sponsored by Messiah Village and the
Allegheny Conference Commission on
Home. Some 30 sixty-plusers attended
a week filled with a variety of activities, fellowship, and Bible study. The
schedule was flexible to all who attended
with everyone having the option to
add leisure periods. There was plenty
to do, see, and hear, with opportunity
to pick and choose what most interested them.
Retreat 60+ is scheduled at a beautiful time of the year—a time when the
trees are about to change their colors
and the air has that refreshing touch of
crispness. Usually it's an ideal time to
start off each day with a Nature Hike,
which last year was led by our very
worthy guide, Dr. Kenneth B. Hoover
of Messiah College. Of course "K.B."
had already searched out the best of
the trails in the area, to be sure we
didn't miss a single splendor of God's
intricate creation. It was a tremendous
way to begin the day of those who took
advantage of the Hikes, to be able to
witness God's powerful plan working
so quietly and peacefully, and yet with
purpose and direction. Several times
during the week we got so wrapped up
in our morning adventures that we
almost missed the delicious breakfasts
that were served at 8:00 A.M. sharp!
And believe me, they or any of the
other meals, were something not to
miss! Home-cooked food at every meal
Jeff is Director of Social Services at Messiah
Village.
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"I've been to every one of the
Retreats that have been held.
The inspirational Bible studies
are tremendous, and the fellowship inspiring! I don't want
to miss it!"
—Naomi Brechbill

put smiles of appreciation on all-our
faces, and a couple extra pounds on all
of our scales.
Each morning after breakfast, we all
gathered together to come in touch
with God's plan through the Bible
study hour. Our gifted Bible teacher
last year was the Rev. Luke Keefer, Sr.
His words proved to be inspirational
and challenging, as he spoke from the
book of Revelation. There is usually a
series presented throughout the week
on one particular portion of Scripture.
This enables us to have in-depth Bible
teaching and discussion on the subject
during the week. Besides the main
Bible Study there are additional "optional Bible studies" on various other
topics. We also enjoy hymn sings,
excellent Christian films, and special
programs sometimes put on by the
Messiah College Gospel Team or a
special gospel singing group from the
area. Spiritual growth and revival are
among the top priorities during the
retreat week.
Just plain fun and good fellowship is

another important aspect of our week
at Retreat 60+. Crafts, games, horseback riding and field trips to various
places, are very enjoyable and rewarding experiences to the folks who join
in. I believe one of the most enjoyed
activities by all is the wagon rides
through the countryside. This usually
brings many good memories to mind
and is requested time and time again.
There are so many good things that
happen during a week at Retreat 60+
that it is difficult to put it all into
words. The new friendships which
develop, the special words which are
spoken, and the closeness we feel with
each other and our Lord are things

"I particularly enjoyed the
Christian fellowship and variety of programs. Rev. Keefer's Bible Studies were tremendous and the hayrack ride
and picnic were fun."
—Newell Vouckx

that can only be experienced, not read
about. Anyone interested in a first
hand experience at this year's Retreat
60+ to be held September 29 to October
3, please contact Messiah Village
through a call or letter. We'll be glad to
send you information and give you a
chance to find out what the "plus"
means in RETREAT 60+.
5

Messiah College
Brethren in Christ Students
Hold Get-Together

Messiah College student Jim Zook
came up with a good idea—to get all
Brethren in Christ college students
together for a get-acquainted time.
Faculty and staff were also invited.
The only date available on the college calendar allowed very little advance
time for publicity. About half of the
students came, but full schedules made
the faculty-staff group smaller.
What a happy, noisy crowd! The
singing, remember-whens, games, introductions, and food were all very good.
Someone said, "Let's do this again
next year." Everyone agreed.
Photo 1
Back Row: Dave Charles, Curt Brubaker,
Avery Zook II, *Mark Wolgemuth, Rosene
Mellinger, Barbara Buckwalter.
Front Row: Emily Lesher, Gail Hershey,
*Lois McBeth, Joanna Lehman, *Marian
Fohringer.
Photo 2
Back Row: David Smith, Steve Witter,
*Ruth Musser, Lloyd Moyo, *Luke and
Doris Keefer.
Front Row: Sherry Jackson, Denise Wingert, Mishack Mudenda, *Albert Brenneman, Lester Zook.
Photo 3
Back Row: *Sam Lenhert, Don Shenk,
Lance Boyer, Kent Byer, Josiah Moyo,
Dave Zercher.
Front Row: Royce Wingert, Ruth Lady,
Cheryl Byer, Greta Kibler, Darlene Martin, Kathy Wilkins.
Photo 4
Back Row: Susan Kanode, Kurt Heisey,
Rob Long, Kevin Wenger, Dean Thrush,
Kay McBeth.
Front Row: Cheryl Thrush, Mary Strite,
Gina Rissinger, Pam Teach, Kay Burkholder, Anna Hoover.
Photo 5
Back Row: *Ernest & Ruth Dohner, *Ray
& Ruth Zercher, *Avery Heisey, *Ray
Hostetter.
Front Row: *Martha Long, Stuart Heisey,
Deb Paul, Mary Brubaker, *Emma Heisey, Laurie Frey.
Photo 6
Back Row: Jim Zook, *David McBeth,
Keith Tyson, Elias Ncube, Rod Teach,
Kirk Ulery.
Front Row: *Paul & Lela Hostetler, Kathy
Garrett, Beatrice Ncube, *Esther Hennigh.
Photo 7
Back Row: Sheri Sides, Melody Crider,
Phil Byers, Dave Hershberger, Jan Byer.
Front Row: Lynda Conrady, *Erma Lehman, Sue Heise, Angela Witter, Sharon
Williams, Lisa Grosh.
•Faculty, staff, or spouse.

A Grief Ministry in the Local Church
"My grief is still as keen as ever,
mainly because no one has ever let me
talk about it . . . what I want is a
compassionate listener who will let me
talk about my loss from every aspect
and be prepared to let me cry and to
cry with me." These are the exact
words of a bereaved mother.
The old Methodist Bishop was giving the "charge" to a group of pastors
at their ordination ceremony. "My
brethren, preach to broken hearts.
There is bound to be one in every
pew."
Grief is a common experience. It is a
form of suffering over the loss of a
loved one. It is normal. It is not unspiritual to grieve! It takes on many forms
and finds expression in many ways. It
can be devastating when it is suppressed and smothered. Grieving is
often a slow and agonizing process.
Since it is an experience common to
man, and since many of God's choice
saints pass through its chilly waters,
the pastor and his local congregation
should recognize its value and necessity and rise to meet its challenge.
At a recent consultation on Death
and Dying we were urged to provide a
grief ministry for up to two years after
the loss of a loved one. If one adds to a
pastor's responsibilities a grief recovery ministry, the pastor could be overwhelmed.
THEOS GUIDELINES, by the THEOS
Foundation, Inc., 1976. 11609 Frankstown
Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235, (paper) $5.00.
THEOS, (They Help Each Other Spiritually), was founded by Bea Decker. It is a
self help group for widowed men and
women, sponsored by a church and open
to the widowed of the community. Often, a
widowed person encourages churches to
sponsor THEOS.
After the Flowers Have Gone, by Bea
Decker and Gladys Kooiman, 1973. Zondervan, $4.95.
Both authors were left with young children after their husband's deaths. Each
had looked to the church for help and
didn't find it. Bea Decker, finding none,
was instrumental in founding THEOS, a
self help organization for the widowed modeled
after Alcoholics Anonymous. This is her
story, her life, and the story of THEOS.
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LeRoy B. Walters
The idea of a grief ministry in the
local congregation is relatively new in
our circles. The fact that many people
in the average church are hurting and
need help is undeniable. How then can
the church rise to meet this need? How
can her ministry respond to members
like the bereaved mother previously
quoted? Here are a few simple suggestions on how to get started.
1. Seek out a few members of the
congregation who have themselves suffered a loss and have worked through
their own grieving process. Discuss
with them the possibility of ministering to other members who are passing
through a similar experience (i.e. a
person who was widowed in recent
years ministering to another member
who is currently suffering the loss of a
spouse). A minimum of training is
required for this ministry. The basic
requirement is that of a sympathetic
listener.
2. A small group (4-8) of persons
who have experienced grief could meet
for discussion and instruction for a
period of six weeks. This class could
include members who have had a variety of grief experiences such as death,
divorce, or a loss of a part of their
body. From a list of available books, a
book could be selected as a 'text' for
the class, (see bibliography)
Following this instruction, they could
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Grief, by Haddon W. Robinson, 1976.
Zondervan, $1.50.
A very brief, concise excellently done
book on grief. The arrangement, quotations, pictures, and total layout is more
inviting than most books that deal with
grief. There is a fine, brief, annotated bibliography. Highly recommended.

My Walk Through Grief, by Janette Klopfenstein, 1976. Herald Press, $1.75.
The author, whose husband died at 29,
of Muscular Dystrophy, shares her walk
through grief, learning to cope, and being a
parent alone for her two young sons. Beautifully expressed; it would be of help to
those in grief and to those attempting to
comfort the bereaved.
Tell Me About Death, Mommy, by Janette
Klopfenstein, 1977. Herald Press, $1.75.
Having met the author at a THEOS conference, this book and her other one on My

seek out members in the church who
need their important ministry.
3. In the case of a larger congregation, a THEOS (They Help Each Other
Spiritually) group could be organized.
THEOS is a self-help group for the
widowed. It is a national foundation
with headquarters in Pittsburgh,
Penna., founded by Bea Decker. Left
alone with three small children, Mrs.
Decker turned to her church for help
and understanding. In fact, she found
nothing at that time in the Protestant
Churches aimed at helping the widowed.
She started the first group in Pittsburgh. Word of mouth spread the information until a number of THEOS
groups were started in the Pittsburgh
area. Today, fifteen years later, there
are groups scattered across this continent in the U.S.A. and Canada. Information can be obtained by writing
THEOS Foundation, 10521 Lindberg
Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15235.
The concept of members who have
been healed helping those who are
hurting is very Christlike. It is in full
harmony with the admonition in the
Word, "Bear ye one another's burdens
and so fulfill the law of Christ." It will
also lighten the load of your overburdened pastor.
LeRoy is Chaplain of Messiah Village.

Walk Through Grief 1976, were read with
much interest. She has done a beautiful job
of explaining death to her children who
were with her in a motel in Wisconsin when
her husband died in his sleep. She now
looks back on that time as one in which the
three of them could grieve as a family while
waiting for a plane to take them home. She
admits to her mistakes as well as acknowledging the effective ways she dealt with her
grief.
On Becoming a Widow, by Clarissa Start,
1975. Pyramid Publications for Concordia
Publishing House, $.95.
Good Grief by Granger Westberg, 1972.
Fortress Press, $1.25.
This book is a classic for helping to
understand what goes on in a person experiencing a loss of something or someone.
Experiencing good grief helps one to move
on rather than staying enmeshed and never
working through the grief process.

"The peoples of the world's cities need Jesus Christ. A valid
effort to evangelize the world must include the great national and
international population centers." (View of Caracas, Venezuela.)

An apartment dweller in Washington, D.C. was found
sitting upright in his chair. He had been dead four months.
This unidentified stranger is symbolic of millions of forgotten people crowding the cities of our world. Arthur S.
Greenway describes their plight: "Urban anguish is an
expression used to describe the mental suffering, emotional insecurity and utter loneliness of city people around
the world."
Growth of the Cities
Today there are 175 cities in the world with a population
of a million or more. Seven of these exceed 8 million. Ted
W. Engstrom in his book, What in the World is God
Doing? says, "At present, 40 percent of the world's people
live in urban areas. By the year 2000, this may be as high as
60 percent." Larger cities are growing the fastest. Mexico
City's population of 12 million is expected to be about 18
million by 1990.
God Loves the Cities
God loves the cities. His displeasure is due to the concentration of sin. Ninevah is a case in point. The judgment of
God was averted in response to their repentance and in
compassion, He said to Jonah, "Should I not be concerned
about the great city?" (Jonah 4:11). God sent His son into
Nazareth, the city with a reputation which made Nathanael exclaim, "Nazareth! Can any good come from there?"
(John 1:46).
Capernaum is referred to as Jesus' own city. He wept
over Jerusalem. The Hply Spirit was outpoured on the
church gathered in that city. From there the Gospel spread
to the influential cities of the Mediterranean. The Apostle
Paul, an urban church planter, strategically reached the
8

Roman Empire through her cities. Antioch, Alexandria
and Rome became, in turn, the headquarters of the
Church. Jesus crowned His revelation to John by portraying the ultimate home of His people as a city—the New
Jerusalem. The wicked were outside its gates.
God loves the cities and commissions His church to
bring the Good News of His Son to the masses resident
there.
Cities Are Open to the Gospel
The same factors which motivate people toward urban
life tend to open them to the Lord Jesus. This is particularly true in the Third World countries. Why do they come?
They seek a better life. They are open to change. There is
hope for a better education for the children, an escape from
the limited resources of the peasant villages, for employment and excitement. Ambitious, aggressive families feel
they have no choice but to move to the cities.
The multiplied millions crowding into the world's cities
are open to change. The traditional ways, at least to a
degree, have been left behind. The rigid controls of village
life are replaced with a greater degree of freedom to
choose. What is more, the high expectations surrounding
the urban move, while often realized in part, leave the heart
searching for something more. The stability of village life is
gone. Old taboos linger in the mind. New fears create a
hunger for purpose and security. Frequently a religious
vacuum exists among the new urban dwellers.
Elijah Mudenda, Zambian politican, urged Brethren in
Christ Missions to support the church in his nation in any
effort to penetrate the cities with the Gospel. Sociological
factors prepare the mind and heart for the good seed of the
Word of God. P. J. Johnstone in Operation World says,

Evangelical Visitor

BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH

A Financial and Estate Planning Newsletter for Christian Steward
Vol. 3,No.2

Summer, 1980

-U.S.A.-

BORROWING

o
m
td
H

IS IT SCRIPTURAL?
by Larry Bwkett

It would be difficult tn find anv sincrlp financial

^- „~nA„

WARNING
BORROWING

CAN

BE

DANGEROUS

Our nation's monetary supply continues to expand — largely through the use
of credit — despite record interest rates and other efforts to the contrary by
the Federal Reserve Board. An expanding monetary supply fuels the fires of
inflation. Inflation, in turn, increases the cost of living. Cost of living
increases accelerated by inflation generally outstrip growth in income. As a
result, individuals and families have less to live on.

...
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"The peoples of the world's cities need Jesus Christ. A valid
effort to evangelize the world must include the great national and
international population centers." (View of Caracas, Venezuela.)

THE CITIES OF THE WORLD:
New Frontier for Missions
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by Larry Burkett
It would be difficult to find any single financial
concept that has influenced a generation more than
credit has influenced ours. Borrowing in some
form has existed for almost as long as civilization has. Even in societies that used little or no
money, credit was utilized. It was mutually advantageous for a farmer that had a good crop to
lend his neighbor seed if he had a bad year
because the circumstances could be reversed without warning. Eventually, a very successful farmer
might find that he had a consistent surplus and
could lend it out and actually receive a bonus or
"usury" (interest) from those who resold the produce for profit.
Obviously, as economics progressed, lending
evolved into currency exchange so that, rather
than actually lending produce, an intermediary
called a banker simply substituted money (a medium of exchange). By the time of Moses, lending
and borrowing had become commonplace; and
through Moses, God established specific guidelines for its use. Basically, lending was divided
into two categories: lending for needs or lending
for trade.
Reprinted with permission from Gnosis, a Christian economic
newsletter published by Christian Financial Concepts, Norcross,
Georgia.
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If money or goods were loaned for basic needs,
it was forbidden to extract interest upon repayment. "You shall not charge interest to your
countrymen; interest on money, food, or anything
that may be loaned at interest." (Deuteronomy
23:19) However, money or goods loaned to a
nonbeliever could be loaned "at interest." "You
may charge interest to a foreigner, but to your
countryman you shall not charge interest, so that
the Lord your God will bless you in all that
you undertake in the land which you are about
to enter to possess." (Deuteronomy 23:20) We
get an indication of this requirement to lend for
the needs of others in Luke 6:35: "But love
your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High;
for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil
men."
There are clear indications that lending as a form
of investing is allowable and even required of
some. "Then why did you not put the money in
the bank, and having come, I would have collected
it with interest?" (Luke 19:23) Without going
further into this study, it becomes apparent that
lending and borrowing were not prohibited by
God. However, it is also important to note that
the allowance of debt does not imply the en-
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couragement of it. Just the opposite is true, in
fact. In the Proverbs, we are given insights
from the world's wisest man into the application
of God's truths and quite often the consequences
of their violation. In Proverbs 22:7, Solomon
gave an observation of Biblical truth. "The rich
rules over the poor, and the borrower becomes
the lender's slave." This was true in a literal
sense throughout most of history. When a man
borrowed (for any reason) and did not repay,
the lender could exercise his rights (according to
God's Word) and enslave the borrower.
GOD'S MINIMUM
The minimum requirements that God established
for His people was honesty and integrity. Throughout the Psalms and Proverbs, God promises
blessings for those who are honest and curses
for those who are dishonest. "The wicked borrows and does not pay back, but the righteous
is gracious and gives." (Psalms 37:21) Thus God
established as an absolute the repayment of borrowed money.

GOD'S BEST
To those who are truly seeking to serve the Lord
in every area of their lives God makes some
remarkable promises. He promises that as we
live by His guidelines we will not have to borrow,
but will be in a position to lend. "For the Lord
your God shall bless you as He has promised
you, and you will lend to many nations, but you
will not borrow; and you will rule over many
nations, but they will not rule over you."
(Deuteronomy 15:6) The only conclusion that
one can draw from this is that we have to borrow
as a result of violating God's commandments
about handling money. This Scripture does not
imply that no borrowing was ever allowed but that
through the application of God's Word, the need
to borrow is eliminated.
PRESENT DAY APPLICATION
We have been born into a debt-dominated society.
Those under 30 years old cannot remember a time
without home mortgages, automobile loans, credit
cards or investment "leverage." However, be-

cause these things are "normal" to our time it
does not make them "normal" to God's plan.
It is important to remember that credit is not the
problem; the misuse of credit is the problem.
The misuse of credit can be traced back to the
violation of basic Biblical principles:
1. Get Rich Quick
Much business debt exists because it is faster
and simpler to build by borrowing than to
build by income. Many, if not most, highly
speculative investment schemes would disappear if it were not for "leverage." " A
faithful man will abound with blessings, but
he who makes haste to be rich will not go
unpunished." (Proverbs 28:20)
2. Lack of Trust
Continual borrowing to acquire the "good"
things of life is an evidence of lack of faith
in God. Those who do so either don't understand God's promises or don't believe them.
God promises that He knows our needs and
will provide them in His time according to
His plan. Borrowing to get them is a visible
indication that a Christian does not believe
God. "For all these things the Gentiles
eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows
that you need all these things. But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness; and all
these things shall be added to you." (Matthew 6:32-33)
3.

Ignorance
According to God's Word, ignorance is the
absence of wisdom; wisdom comes from the
mouth of God and, therefore, God's Word is
the cure for ignorance (Proverbs 1:32, 2:6,
3:4-6). Worldly wisdom says to multiply
your goods and wealth by borrowing excessively. God's Word says there is a consequence called bondage. The divorce rate in
America now approaches 55% with the vast
majority stating debt as their number one
problem. Is that not bondage? We have
placed a highly explosive devise called credit
in the hands of people almost totally ignorant
of its consequences. 95% of all college
graduates never took a single course of
money management and over half of Ameri-

can families cannot balance their checkbooks
monthly. Nearly half of all American families now owe more than can be repaid during
their lifetime.
"NECESSARY" BORROWING
In our society, it is nearly impossible for young
couples to buy a home without borrowing. However, it is not home mortgages that constitute
the misuse of credit in most families. It is shortterm credit for things like cars, furniture, vacations, etc. If worse comes to worse, a home can
usually be sold, often at a profit. The same cannot be said of the depreciating items. God's
Word does not differentiate between borrowing
for appreciating or depreciating items. He left
that decision to our own common sence. Any excessive use of credit violates Biblical principles
and that includes appreciating items as well. Most
families can afford a maximum of 40% of net
spendable income on housing (including utilities).
BUSINESS BORROWING
Most businesses are run on credit today. In fact,
so widespread is the use of borrowed capital
that many businessmen (including Christians) believe you cannot operate on a cash basis. That
is not true and it is a dupe of Satan. Obviously,
you can't grow as quickly without debt, but you
also can't sink as quickly. One long-range goal
that every Christian businessman should have is to
be debt free. God never promised quick growth.
He promised a solid foundation. "He is like
a man building a house, who dug deep and laid
a foundation upon the rock; and when a flood
arose, the river burst against that house and could
not shake it, because it had been well built.
But the one who has heard, and has not acted
accordingly, is like a man who built a house
upon the ground without any foundation; and the
river burst against it and immediately it collapsed,
and the ruin of that house was great." (Luke
6:48-49)
Use credit wisely and sparingly. As profits are
available, use them to secure your foundation.
We will have an economic flood tide one day
and only those businesses that are basically debt
free will survive.
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"The urban population is growing rapidly and is strategic
for the spread of the Gospel. Proportionately too little
evangelical missionary work has been directed to the cities
in the past."
Brethren in Christ Missions and the Cities
Philip Dube stood in the Salisbury airport, his home

city, and referred to his 20-year wait for a Brethren in
Christ church to come to the capital of Zimbabwe. "I never
could understand," he reasoned, "why the missionaries
went to the country and not to the cities until I went to
America." He went on to explain how he found that most
of the Brethren in Christ churches are in the rural areas of
America. We had reproduced ourselves in surroundings
relatively familiar to us. This is changing . . .
•The Lobengula Church of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, has
in less than two years grown to what is possibly the
largest Brethren in Christ Sunday worship service in the
world.
•The Lusaka, Zambia, congregation burgeoned with
over 300 in attendance within weeks of its opening last
fall.
•There are five Brethren in Christ congregations in
Nicaragua's capital city of Managua.
•Two of the three new urban church planting thrusts in
Japan will be among the 11 million populace of Tokyo.
•The newest Brethren in Christ mission opened this
year in London, England.
•Caracas, Venezuela; Bogota, Colombia; and Quebec
City, Canada, are on the agenda for the 1980 General
Conference.

"Urban anguish is an expression used to describe the mental suffering, emotional insecurity and utter loneliness of city people
around the world." (View of rancho, Caracas, Venezuela.)
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In the United States and Canada we have caught the
vision of church planting in the cities and, to a lesser
degree, ministries to the inner city. The peoples of the
world's cities need Jesus Christ. A valid effort to evangelize
the world must include the great national and international
population centers.
The cost is high . . .
. . . Our best men and women—spiritually anointed,
biblically equipped and technically trained for holistic
ministries.
. . . Living costs are high. One frustrated missionary to
Caracas, Venezuela, shared his findings. A modest onelevel house, 17 x 30 feet, rented for $4,000 (U.S.) per
month! This prohibitive figure was circumvented by
purchasing a two-level 18 x 40 feet building for $ 135,000
(U.S.) and converting it into a combined residence and
chapel.
. . .Every congregation across the brotherhood should
actively seek to develop concerns for the cities of the
world. These concerns must parallel the efforts to reach
the immediate community.
. . . Families can reverse the question "How can we live
on the money we make?" to "How can we live on less
than the money we make so that those lost in the cities
may find life in Jesus Christ?"
... A great volume of fervent prayer will prevail against
the power of darkness. An elderly saint upon hearing of
the new mission interest in Venezuela and Colombia

said, "I have prayed for these countries for many years."
Who will weep over the Jerusalems of the 1980's?
The reward is great. A single 15-year-old church in
Seoul, Korea, seats 8,000 worshippers and ministers to
over 30,000 persons in four services each Sunday. The
masses can be reached.
The youth of the world live in cities. 77.6% of the population of Caracas is 18 years old and under. Here is the
leadership potential for the church.
Renewed lives, transformed homes, strong churches,
healed nations follow in the wake of the transforming
Gospel of our Lord.
"O Master, from the mountain side,
Make haste to heal these hearts of pain,
Among these restless throngs abide,
O tread the city's streets again.
"Till sons of men shall learn thy love,
And follow where thy feet have trod;
Till glorious from Thy heaven above
Shall come the City of our God. Amen!"
—Frank Mason North
("Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life,"
#434, Hymns for Worship)

Zimbabwe Church—
A Channel For Aide
Alice Dourte

The Brethren in Christ Church in
Zimbabwe is providing a channel for
international aid to that country. Two
organizations have begun sending monetary and material aid for Zimbabwe in
cooperation with the Brethren in Christ.
They are the Mennonite Central Committee and World Relief, the international relief and development arm of
the National Association of Evangelicals.
The Mennonite Central Committee
supplies are being sent on the basis of
recommendations by administrators
Nancy Heisey and Edgar Stoesz following their March 23-27 visit to Zimbabwe and discussion with church
leaders there. According -to present
plans, MCC will work through Christian Care, an agency of the churches in
10

Zimbabwe with which the Brethren in
Christ participate.
The Heisey-Stoesz recommendations
include material aid shipments of food,
clothing and bedding; assistance for
resettlement of families and two clinics
to be under Brethren in Christ administration; shipment of 2,500 metric
tons of wheat, subject to approval by
Food Bank, confirmation of need, and
willingness by Christian Care to pay
inland freight and assume responsibility for distribution; and payment of
salary for a staff person to be selected
by Bishop Stephen Ndlovu and the
Executive Board to work with Christian Care.
MCC has already sent five shipments of material aid for relief for
Zimbabweans. Four of these went to

Roy V. Sider

Mozambique for Zimbabwean refugees, one to Zimbabwe itself. The
shipment to Zimbabwe included bedding, clothing, supplies and food
roughly valued at $117,000. This was
sent in care of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Zimbabwe to be contributed to Christian Care for distribution. The shipments to Mozambique
contained similar kinds of material
aid.
World Relief has begun sending
monetary aid to Zimbabwe, based
upon findings by administrative personnel while visiting Bulawayo in early
February and after consideration of
correspondence from Bishop Ndlovu.
World Relief is channeling its support
through various Christian groups in
the country including the Brethren in
Christ.
Money sent by World Relief is designated primarily for reconstruction.
$6,000 were sent in early April to meet
home reconstruction and immediate
relief needs. World Relief also plans to
send material aid shipments to Zimbabwe, with total cost of aid to be
$182,000.
Both MCC and World Relief hope
to support the church in Zimbabwe
and to provide resources for resettlement and rehabilitation of schools and
clinics. Bishop Ndlovu and the Brethren
in Christ Church in Zimbabwe are
playing a key role in facilitating this
process.
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Conference News
Allegheny

The Fairview Avenue congregation presented
the cantata "So Send I You," to the Montgomery congregation on Sunday evening, March 9. •
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Sollenberger showed pictures of their trip to Mexico to the Montgomery congregation on Sunday evening, March
30.
The Ridgevue congregation reports that 41
visitors attended church during the month of
March. This was a result of the Forward Enlargement Campaign. • The Spring Hope congregation reports a good attendance for the Sunday
evening worship service on April 13 when the
Elwood Wingert Family presented the program.
Refreshments were served following the service.
The Cedar Heights congregation hosted a
special fellowship on Thursday evening. May
15, for area churches in the conference. Bishop
Don Shafer spoke on the theme "How Every
Church Should Grow." Bishop Alvin Book
coordinated the meeting.
The Colyer congregation reports a Child Dedication held recently in the morning worship
service. Special music was furnished by the
Swan Brothers. • On Sunday evening. May 4,
the Dillsburg congregation launched a Missionary Prayer Fellowship program for their church.

Atlantic
The pastor of the Free Grace congregation,
Luke Keefer, Sr., recently attended the Evangelism Explosion Training Clinic. The clinic was
held in Ft. Lauderdale, Fl. • The ladies of the
Holden Park congregation held a "Dinner with
Jesus" fellowship. Biblical foods were served in
earthenware and baskets to the ladies who were
dressed in biblical costumes.
Thirteen persons were received into fellowship by the Lancaster congregation recently. A
Spiritual Life Conference on "The Jesus Way of
Life" was conducted in May by Rev. Glen Sell. •
A Get Acquainted time was held by the Manor
congregation for all those who have begun
attending the church within the past six months.
The Cross Roads congregation reports a musical drama, "Celebrate Life," was presented to
them by the young people on Sunday evening,
April 6. The World Literature Crusade held a
"Change the World School of Prayer" in the
Cross Roads Church on May 9 and 10. • The
film, "A Thief in the Night" was viewed by the
Holden Park congregation on Sunday evening,
April 20.
On Sunday evening, April 13, "The Third
Day," a group of singers and instrumentalists
from Messiah College presented a concert to the
Maytown congregation. • The Stowe congregation reports a Family Life Conference was held
on May 30-June 1. The resource persons were
Rev. and Mrs. Donald Martain.

Canadian
A Missionary Conference was held by the
Rosebank congregation on May 23-25. Guest
speakers were John and Ethel Sider, Don Vundta
from Zimbabwe, and Roy Sider, Overseas Missions Secretary. • "The King's Daughters," a
young ladies quartet originating from the Bertie
Church ministered to the Sherkston congrega-
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tion for a Sunday evening service recently. Eight
persons were received into membership on Sunday, April 13.
The Falls View congregation held an Appreciation Dinner for all those involved in Christian
Education of the church. Winnie Swalm spoke
on "A New Direction in Christian Education for
the 80's."
Special guest to the Wainfleet congregation
on Sunday evening, April 13, was Edith Miller
who returned recently to Zambia. • The Westheights congregation reports receiving ten persons into fellowship recently. Six were baptized
on April 27.

Central

The youth of the Ashland congregation hosted
a banquet for the senior citizens on Saturday,
April 19. They revealed their secret "grandparents" at this time whom they had been honoring
during the past year with gifts and kindnesses. •
The Bethel (Cassopolis) congregation welcomed
their new pastoral family, the Leroy Brandts, on
Saturday, April 26.
The Carland-Zion congregation hosted the
Michigan Ladies' Retreat on Saturday, April 26.
• Fred and Grace Holland shared with the Pleasant Hill congregation on Sunday evening, April
27.
The Focus on the Family film series was presented to the Beulah Chapel congregation each
evening, April 28-May 4. • The Dayton Church
reports newly formed fellowships for both the
men and the youth of the congregation. The first
project of the youth was a rock-a-thon.
Easter Sunday, April 6, was a time for accepting nine persons into fellowship of the Sippo
congregation. Three children were also dedicated to the Lord". • Revival services were held
by the Union Grove congregation on April 2527. Rev. Carl Lewis, pastor of the Carland-Zion
church was the guest speaker.

Midwest
Fourteen international students from the Kansas State University spent Easter weekend with
families from the Abilene congregation. The
students represented six countries. • The Rosebank congregation hosted the Abilene and Zion
congregations in a service on Sunday evening,
March 30, when the Messenger quartet presented the program.
The Mountain View congregation has a Big
Brother/Sister Discipling ministry underway
with each young person assigned to an adult for
the purpose of sharing in spiritual development,
growth and encouragement of the youth. • The
Oak Park congregation conducted a Lay Witness Mission from April 11-13. A 24-hour
prayer vigil was held prior to the mission.

Pacific

Herb and Ruth Anderson began pastoral
duties at the Chino congregation on Sunday,
May 18. • The Upland congregation reports
receiving 42 persons into fellowship during the
first quarter of the year.
Dedication of a new church building was held
by the Alta Loma congregation on Sunday
afternoon. May 4. A reception tea followed the
service. • Dr. Henry Ginder shared about missions to the Labish congregation on May 27 and
28. Dr. Ginder returned recently from spending
six weeks in Africa.

Births

Book: Derek Michael, born Apr. 8, to
George and Nancy Book, Chambersburg
congregation. Pa.
Brinlee: April Leanne, born Apr. 13, to
Dan and Sandra Brinlee, Labish congregation, Or.
Carbaugh: Amy Marie, born March 30,
to Mr. and Mrs. Amos Carbaugh, Montgomery congregation. Pa.
Chestine: Lori Ann, born Feb. 9, to
David and Niomai Chestine, Green Spring
congregation, Pa.
Coverdale: Darren Joseph, born Jan.
27, to Lloyd and Jo-Anne Coverdale,
Boyle congregation, Ont.
Crowe: Bethany Dawn, born April 9, to
Mark and Pam (Stottlemyer) Crowe, Five
Forks congregation. Pa.
Geyer: Johnathon Andrew, born Apr.
1, to John and Sue Geyer, Green Spring
congregation, Pa.
Graybill: Mandy Marie, born Oct. 19,
1979, to Galen and Joan Graybill, Sippo
Valley congregation. Oh.
Greiser: Tanya Marie, born April 18, to
Trent and Mary Lou Greiser, Souderton
congregation, Pa.
Grote: Adrian Michael, born Feb. l,to
Steve and Elaine Grote, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Hess: Sharon Renee, born Apr. 17, to
Roger and Jean Hess, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Morton: Jessie Dora, born Apr. 21, to
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Morton, Westheights
congregation, Ont.
Peckman: Joseph Wate, born Jan. 28,
to Dennis and Barbara Peckman, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Redcay: Mathew Glenn, born Apr. 10,
to Glenn and Linda Redcay, Green Spring
congregation, Pa.
Shellenberger: Laura Beth, born Apr.
18, to Leo and Henrietta Shellenberger,
Manor congregation, Pa.
Sider: Jonathan Robert, born Apr. l,to
Robert and Joan Sider, Falls View congregation, Ont.
Wenger: Jason Peter, born March 27,
to Mervin and Robin Wenger, Manheim
congregation, Pa.
Yohe: Kevin James, born Mar. 24, to
James and Tony Yohe, Green Spring congregation, Pa.
to page 14
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Spiritual Hunger
from page 16

faithful to begin the first of five prayers
for the day. We found the Moslems on
their prayer mats in public places,
totally oblivious to what was going on
around them as they prayed.

IV. Family and environment determine what a person believes.

The more 1 travel the more I ask
myself: Why is it that Chinese are
Buddhist or Confucian, the people of
India primarily Hindu, most Arabs
Moslem, Southern Europeans Catholic, etc.?
It appears that not many people in
the world seriously examine the religious ideas they hold sacred. They
simply accept what has been passed on
to them. They are guided primarily by
their emotions and their social environment. When we think about it, we
realize this is true not just with Hindus
and Moslems and Buddhists, but with
us in the West as well.

V. The world's problems are more
complex at close range.

We all tend to spin out arm-chair
solutions, but as I traveled, I found
many problems that defy quick answers.
These include:
Overpopulation—Many
people in
heavily populated areas are on the
edge of starvation. We have to realize
that people in the Third World respond
to their need by having more children.
Children are seen as riches, but we recognize that this simply heightens the
problem of food shortages.
Authoritarianism—There is a serious
lack of liberty and political freedom in
the world. Two-thirds of the world's
governments are authoritarian and impose tight restrictions and censorship
on their people. Few in the world
know the liberty that we know.
At the same time, these governments
are unstable. Internal violence and terror run rampant within them. At times
it appears that some authoritarianism
is needed to keep out opposing forces
of oppression—and thus a dilemma.
Materialism —The people in undeveloped countries profess to be unhappy
because they have few material goods.
But we who live in a land of plenty
know that material goods do not satisfy
the deepest human needs. And not
only is it difficult to share the wealth of
the world equitably, it's much more
difficult to pass on the incentive and
12

the discipline necessary to produce
more goods.
Shortage of Energy—With technology comes modernization and the
spread of material goods. But, given
the limits of the natural resources of
the world, we probably cannot produce enough energy to provide such
modernization for the entire world.
As I've thought about these problems, and about the complexities of
life, I have not reached satisfactory
answers. However, I do have some
suggestions of ways in which we in the
West can be more effective world
Christians.
I. We need

people.

to get nearer to the world's

As I mixed with various churches, I
gained a new perspective on them. For
example, when I ate or had tea or Turkish coffee in an Arab home, I saw
things differently. In one Middle Eastern town, I was welcomed with open
arms by the Arab sheikh. He even
relinquished his council seat of honor
and authority to me, because of my
relationship with a Christian organization. This group had helped to provide
a water system which ended the daily
task of carrying water a great distance
on the backs of donkeys or the heads
of women.
I couldn't help but recall that on
New Year's Eve, 1977, President Carter toasted the Shah of Iran "for the
respect, admiration, and love which
your people give to you." Obviously
the president wasn't near enough to
the people of Iran, nor were his advisors, when he made such a toast.
Within months the Shah was overthrown by a religious people who are
fundamentalists of the first order and
fanatical for their god. Islam is an allpervasive culture, and both Americans
and Iranians have reacted fiercely to
the hostage crisis, largely because we
don't understand each other.
On this trip I learned that Moslems
feel that, along with Christians, they
worship one god. The common god of
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jesus is
their god and our god. They also
believe that Jesus did miracles and was
born of a virgin.
If we get nearer to the world's peoples, we can find the neutral and the
positive elements which will serve as
connectors to the gospel. The Apostle
Paul said, "I have been all things to all
men, that I might by all means save
some" (I Cor. 9:22). Then he gave an

excellent example in the way he communicated with the Greeks. As he
spoke on Mars Hill, it was evident that
he had mixed with them and knew
their poets and philosophers. Paul
knew that they valued reason and that
they believed in many gods. So he tried
to weld reason and faith by bringing
them to an awareness of one god.
Jesus Christ, our greatest example,
reached people in the same way. He
was accused of being a winebibber and
a glutton because he mixed with publicans and sinners. Unfortunately the
conservative Christian church has interpreted the admonition "not to be conformed to this world" as a command to
withdraw and be a counter-culture.
But too often a counter-culture ends
up being a separate culture with little
relationship to the main culture. Christ
always related his message to the people around him. He was near to them.

II. We need to reaffirm the servant
position.

Most Christian groups have given
lip service to the importance of the
servant role for the church in the
world. In international service in the
future, however, we must recognize
that our position has been tainted by
the colonial syndrome, and the wealth
and the domination of the Westerner.
As we assist in building the maturity
of the church around the world, we
must go beyond the servant role. Even
where it appears that we have more
education or more credentials for leadership, we will need to be servants not
just in role but in position.
And service will need to go beyond
individuals to the corporate sector.
Reinhold Niehbur states that "groups
are often more immoral than individuals." Groups can be preoccupied with
self-interest. They stress narrow emphases, preach traditions, and set forth
hallowed identity in a self-serving way.
Both congregations and denominations
will need to exercise a servant role and
should forego building their own
kingdoms.

III. We need to use our minds.

In the greatest commandment, our
Lord directed us to love God with
every power we possess, including our
minds. We need to use our minds
because he says we should. At one
point he said, "Come let us reason
together," and in another place he
exhorted us to "prove all things" (I
Thess. 5:21). This requires us to examine things thoroughly and carefully by

Evangelical Visitor

using our minds.
The church fulfills its task only as it
brings devotion of heart and commitment of mind together. "The god of
this world has blinded the minds of
them who believe not" (II Cor. 4:4). In
II Corinthians 11:14-15, Satan is represented as the arch deceiver. To bring
light to blinded minds and deal'with
the arch deceiver, we need renewed
minds as well as changed hearts. This
doesn't imply that everything about
faith can be known or demonstrated
by reason, but it is less than Christian
not to consider God's thoughts and to
acknowledge his understandings. This
involves using the lighted mind.
We live in a world that is guided too
much by the visceral. The effect of
existentialism now means that emotion is more important to people than
intellect. The seventies have been called
the age of unreason. Some lament that
even the church has been seduced into
the warm bed of nonthinking, for too
often the church has emphasized emotional experiences at the expense of
using the mind.
But there are more reasons to use
the mind than because God says we
should. We need to determine what is
credible. There are many religious
counterfeits, quacks, and rascals at
work today. This happens when the
mind and heart are separated. If we
look around us, we see the confusion
of strange cults.
The Bible warns that in the last days
many will believe a lie. This is not only
the condition in other religions around
the world, but, unfortunately, in
Christianity as well. The gruesome
Jonestown story was about a so-called
Christian group. The Ayatollah Khomeini is thought by some to be fanatical, dogmatic, and, perhaps, religiously
insane, as he encourages thousands to
attain spiritual experience. And many
Muslims probably attain such an experience as they worship in spirit. We
worship him in truth as well. And truth
is perceived only as man exercises his
faith and his mind.
We face a decisive decade during
which we must come to grips with
monumental challenges in our world.
With a higher degree of spirituality
and spiritual hunger everywhere, we
need to get nearer to diverse peoples,
become their servants, and help them
find the way in spirit and in truth—a
way which involves not only the committed heart, but also the renewed
mind.

June 10, 1980

I

No Recession
For Relief
Sales
Six of the 20 MCC relief sales for
1980 have been held. Typical of the
kind of work output and thrift put into
them is an incident that happened at
the Pennsylvania Relief Sale. The
women who were making the noodles
there had a gallon and a half of egg
whites left over after using the yolks in
their mixture. They gave the egg whites
to the women making angel food cakes,
who used them up, beating the egg
whites by hand "so the cakes would be
lighter."
Various sales people are thinking up
unique ways to make more money,
which also entails more work. The
West Coast Relief Sale, Inc., workers
are doing two new things:
On February 23 prior to their April
relief sale, they held a consignment
machinery sale. The idea was that
people could afford to give the 12 percent or so made on the sale of a piece of
machinery they have in stock when
they would not be able to give the
whole machine itself. West Coast hopes
to have a machinery sale again in 1981.
Another West Coast innovation is
the building of a home with the profits
going for relief. On March 27 a supper
meeting was held in Reedley, Calif.,
attended by 20 construction and building tradesmen and real estate personnel. The project was explained to the
group, who reacted favorably.
At present the Relief Sale Committee is looking for a general contractor
in the Reedley area who would be willing to take on the project. A lot has
already been purchased in town, coincidentally located within walking distance of both Mennonite churches
there. They hope to begin construction

soon. The committee has chosen using
the proceeds to send milk powder to
Ethiopian refugees in Somalia.
Two new sales were held this spring
in Nebraska and Iowa. Nebraska had a
high income for a "first" sale, realizing
$95,000. They had the longest continuous auction ever held at a relief sale
with a time of 11 hours and 20 minutes.
The Iowa sale had a number of unique items at its auction. They auctioned off an autographed basketball
from one of the local teams. An old
horse-drawn green and red grain wagon
was sold. Men in the area made a quilt
for sale that had patches representing
different machinery and supply companies in the locality. The income from
quilt sales was over $40,000.
The Pennsylvania Relief Sale featured its first men's chorus at the Friday evening open house on April 4.
Roy D. Roth from Eastern Mennonite
Seminary faculty directed the 330 participants in 16 familiar hymns.
Now that warmer weather is coming
Canadian sales will also begin, along
with others in the United States. Following is a list of coming sales in 1980:
Fairview, Michigan
August 2
Kidron, Ohio
August 2
Goshen, Indiana
September 27
Gap, Pennsylvania
November 8
Fairview, Oklahoma November 29
Already plans are being made to
arrange the list for 1981.
Relief sales are a special way to raise
funds for aiding needy people around
the world. In 1979 income from relief
sales represented 26 percent (U.S.) and
15.4 percent (Canada) of the total constituency contributions.
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Weddings

ceded her in death Aug. 9, 1967. She is
survived by four sons: Simon E., Charles
F., Robert D., and Frederick; two daughters: Mrs. Carrie Negley and Mrs. Edna
Carbaugh; two brothers; and four sisters.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Green Spring Brethren in Christ Church
by Rev. Lee Carbaugh, Rev. John Rosenberry and Rev. Lome Lichty. Interment
was in the Westminster Cemetery.

Burkholder-Rotz: Margaret Suzanne,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence D.
Rotz, Chambersburg, Pa., and Howard
K., son of Mrs. Laura Burkholder, Shippensburg. Pa., and the late Wilbur K.
Burkholder, Feb. 23, in the Air Hill Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Keith Ulery
officiating.

Buckwalter: Mrs. Naomi Lehman Buckwaiter, Stevensville, Pa., born May 11,
1899, died April 2, 1980. She was the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel S. Lehman. She was married to Harvey T. Buckwaiter who survives. Also surviving are
two sons: Paul and Ray; three daughters:
Mrs. Arlene Van Riper, Mrs. Esther Wingert, and Mrs. Beulah Oaks; five brothers,
23 grandchildren; and 18 great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Stowe
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was conducted in the Perkiomen
Valley Brethren in Christ Church by Rev.
Jacob Bowers and Rev. Irwin Tyson. Interment was in the Perkiomen Valley Cemetery.

Church News
from page 11
Bentley-Brownsberger: Audrey M.,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Abram Brownsberger, Marietta, Pa., and Mark H. son of
Rev. Carey Bentley, Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
April 12, in the Elizabethtown Brethren in
Christ Church with father of the groom
and Rev. Earl Herr officiating.

Goshorn-Eberly: Carla Jean, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Dale E. Eberly, and Larry
E., son of Mr. and Mrs. Jay W. Goshorn,
both of Chambersburg, Pa., March 15, in
the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Keith Ulery officiating.
Heisey-Herr: Heidi Lynn, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth G. Herr, Mountville, Pa., and David Earl, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Earl Heisey, Landisville, Pa., and
Romaine Heisey, Annville, March 22, in
the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Kenneth Letner officiating.
Jantz-Chambers: Mickey Chambers and
Dan Jantz, April 5, in the Rosebank
Brethren in Christ Churoh.
Lehman-Wenger: Ruth L. Wenger and
Jacob S. Lehman, March 22, in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. A. G. Brubaker and Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.
Madeira-Lawyer: Virginia Lawyer and
Alfred Madeira, April 19, in the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Bishop Charlie Byers officiating.
Nunemaker-Swartz: Jane, daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. H. William Swartz, Mifflintown, Pa., and Ed Nunemaker, son of Mrs.
Ardella Nunemaker and the late Oscar
Nunemaker, April 19, in the New Guilford
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Donald
Moul officiating.
Placido-Towner: Gail Marie Towner,
Carlisle, Pa., and Laurence Edward- Placido, April 6, in the Green Spring Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Lome Lichty
officiating.

Obituaries

Alleman: Mrs. May I. Alleman, Newville, Pa., born Dec. 17, 1907 in Lurgan
Twp., Pa., died April 13, 1980 in the Carlisle Hospital. She was fhe daughter of
Frank E and Laura Baker Stouffer. She
was married to David Alleman who pre14

Cubitt: Stella Georgina May Cubitt,
born March 12, 1903, died March 28,1980,
in the G & M Hospital, Collingwood, Ont.
She was the wife of Earl Cubitt who survives. Also surviving are two daughters:
Mrs. Mary Wyant, and Mrs. Olive Sheffer;
a son, Eldon; and seven grandchildren.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Stayner Missionary Church by Rev. George
Sheffer, Rev. J. R. Cappelon, and Rev. D.
Sargeant. Interment was in the Ebenezer
Cemetery.
Foor: Mrs. Violet Foor, Hopewell, Pa.,
born Aug. 18, 1920, died March 26, 1980.
She was married to Blain Foor who survives. Also surviving are two children:
Ronald and Wanda. The funeral service
was conducted in the Masood Funeral
Chapel by Rev. Earl Lehman. Interment
was in the Shermans Valley Cemetery.
Gantz: Mary E. Gantz, Mount Joy, Pa.,
died March 27, 1980, at the age of 67. She
was married to Harry Gantz who survives.
Also surviving are five daughters: Mrs.
Elva Mae Worthy, Mrs. Kathryn Stayer,
Mrs. Janet Erb, Evelyn, Mrs. Naomi Gelm;
16 grandchildren; two great-grandchildren;
four sisters; and three brothers. The funeral service was conducted in the Cross
Roads Brethren in Christ Church by Rev.
Dale H. Engle and Rev. Robert Hess.
Hoover: Mrs. Florence Hoover, born
July 12, 1887, died March 16, 1980. She is
survived by five daughters: Mrs. Myrtle
Robins, Mrs. Dorothy Robins, Mrs. Gladys
Webb, Mrs. Nettie Cameron, and Mrs.
Jessis Beardwood; two sons: Sidney and
Gordon; and 20 grandchildren. She was a
member of the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was conducted
in the Lampman Funeral Home by Rev.
Roy J. Peterman. Interment was in the
Hillside Cemetery.
Keifman: Vance Albert Keifman, Hopewell, Pa., born Sept. 7, 1904, died March

21, 1980. He was preceded in death by his
wife. He is survived by two children: Jane
and John. The funeral service was conducted in the Masood Funeral Chapel by
Rev. Earl Lehman. Interment was in the
Yellow Creek Cemetery.
Lilly: Mrs. Clara E. Lilly, born Aug. 10,
1894, died April 5, 1980. She was the
daughter of John and Lydia Flora Jamison. In Oct., 1919, she was married to Jesse
Lilly who survives. She is also survived by
a daughter, Mrs. Cecile Light; two sons:
Richard and Eldon; 13 grandchildren; 8
great-grandchildren; and two brothers. She
was preceded in death by four children; her
parents; three brothers; two sisters, and a
granddaughter. The funeral service was
conducted in the Dallas Center Brethren in
Christ Church by Rev. Millard Halderman
and Rev. Norman Channel.
Musser: Daniel Musser, Neffsville, Pa.,
born Jan. 10, 1895, died March 20, 1980.
He is survived by his wife, Miriam; a son,
Harold; and three grandchildren. He was a
member of the Cross Roads Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Dale H. Engle and
Rev. W. Frank Lantz.
Rogers: Allie Rogers, Hopewell, Pa.,
born July 28, 1914, died March 6, 1980. He
is survived by his wife, Mrs. Mae Rogers.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Chamberlain Funeral Home by Rev. Earl
J. Lehman. Interment was in the Hopewell
Cemetery.
Tatum: Mrs. Grace V. Tatum, New
Cumberland, Pa., born July 6, 1892, died
March 17, 1980. She was preceded in death
by her husband. Rev. Earl Lehman conducted the graveside service. Interment
was in the Mount Zion Lutheran Cemetery, Breezewood, Pa.
Wink: Mrs. Elizabeth Beam Wink, born
Jan. 5, 1885 in Aberdeen, Scotland, died
March 22, 1980 in the Waynesboro, Pa.,
Hospital. She was the daughter of Gordon
and Alexandria (Mathenson) Hall. In 1910
she was married to George R. Beam who
preceded her in death in 1930. In 1941 she
married Ross E. Wink who died in 1970.
She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Jane
Mowen; two sons: Lucien H. and George
R.; three stepchildren; Gerald Wink, Mrs.
Dorothy Loy, and Robert Wink; seven
grandchildren; five stepgrandchildren; nine
great-grandchildren; and a sister. She was
a member of the Fairview Avenue Brethren
in Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Lynn Thrush and
Rev. Virgil Books. Interment was in the
Green Hill Cemetery.

ADDITION: The following information
should have been listed in the obituary of
Adam Knepper (April 10): Mr. Knepper
served as deacon of the New Guilford
Church for 27 years; daughter, Miriam
Stern, is located at Lusaka, Zambia; and
the deceased daughter is Ruth Hess.

Evangelical Visitor

Editorial

Training and Service
This is Commencement Time! Thousands of youth
move from High School to College or other types of formal
training. Thousands of College graduates cross the threshold into the practice of everyday living.
When are we prepared for life's work? Diplomas are a
worked-for treasure but work no magic. In the arena of the
work-day comes the test of learning. Application of
knowledge becomes something of the real essence of education. A shift from formal training to the wider circle of
service calls for adaptation. People move from 'pals' to
partners. Learning what people are like and finding one's
place in a servanthood capacity calls for self dedication in
contrast to self preservation.
Graduates are entitled to look ahead. It is good to
remember; no generation has ever come to a perfect world
in which to minister and work. Today is no exception.
Also, a new generation will not leave a perfect world when
they go.
A crisis leader for Israel—Moses, meant being reared
and trained in an Egyptian environment under divinely
directed tutorship. Supposedly ready to enter his work of
liberation, he made a mistake—he killed a man. David,
later to become King, got his foundation for life in a
shepherd setting. Before Daniel was ready to prophecy for
Jehovah God, it meant a learning session in a den of lions.
What is a safe course to follow, a guiding light that helps
amid the rapid changes of our day? The Apostle Paul gives
the answer. The answer is not, I know what I have believed,
but, I know whom I have believed. Prior to Paul's Damascus Road encounter he was very zealous for what he
believed. Afterward it was in whom he believed.
Amid graduation we celebrate Father's Day, June 15,
which follows Children's Day, June 8. Graduation, Children's and Father's Day are all family centered. With many
of our youth going on to College or other types of training,
graduation becomes something of a change or terminal
point in family life.
Father's Day brings family leadership into focus. In
Ephesians 6:4 Paul emphasizes the 'how': ". . . ye fathers
provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord." The do not and
the do are apparent. What a challenge faces family life in
our day!
Nurture and admonition represent a continuing minis-
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try, a task that remains incomplete. An agreement on a
value system for the family is becoming increasingly
important. Selectivity must be practiced or chaos is sure.
Under the guise of being informative, TV brings the morally devastating into the living room. (Chapter and verse
could be stated.) One real problem, programs such as
referred to, are not late at night but prime time, catching
too many families unaware. The pace and content must be
determined by an authority, the parents. Without control
of either pace or content, all value systems go awry.
In an area such as sexual mores we no longer battle the
subtle; this has given way to the blatant. Conversation and
dialogue lead to the very center of permissiveness. While
the Victorian era drove under cover the flagrant social sins
of their day, without doubt, the whole of society was
benefitted by the accepted moral positions of the day.
Israel's flat roofed houses were commanded to have a
battlement, of wall or lattice construction. A house without a battlement allowed free access to simply walk off the
edge and be hurt or killed. In such an accident the blood of
the victim was charged against the owner of the house.
I have no doubt there were those who ignored the battlement; climbing over was something of a venture and a
do as you please philosophy of life. But we do know the
higher precentage benefitted by the battlement. What a
moral and spiritual lesson for our Christian households.
The cry of the hour is: restraint frustrates, use logic and
reason, after all choices are an individual matter and we
must be careful not to hinder personality development.
There is an interesting class of people spoken of in Acts
6:9 ". . . which is called the synagogue of the Libertines."
There is a difference of opinion as to who actually constituted the group. This is generally understood: they were a
group who had a certain concept of freedom. This is clear:
the Libertines were the chief accusers that resulted in Stephen being stoned to death. Evidently Stephen's theology
was too narrow and constricted to satisfy what they called
freedom.
Congratulations to our youth who envision serving as
part of their training. Whether the channel be MCC, the
Peace Corps or some such agency, a first-hand view and
feel of the needs of today's world can be a vital link that
helps make an ultimate choice for life's work.
J.N.H.
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A RESPONSE TO
SPIRITUAL HUNGER
D. Ray Hostetter
Recently, Audrey and I returned
from a four-month trip around the
world. In twenty-five countries, primarily in Asia and Africa, we visited
churches, missions, schools, and colleges. We talked with church leaders,
college alumni, shopkeepers, tour
guides, taxi drivers, and herdsmen. We
even had a remote audience with the
Pope.
In swift succession we drank in the
various cultures from the primitive villages of Africa to turbulent Jerusalem
to modern Tokyo. We felt the tension
of torn Rhodesia-Zimbabwe and relaxed on the peaceful Isle of Bali,
called "The Morning of the World."
While we received, admittedly, a
surface view, we did gain some valuable impressions of the church and the
world. I'd like to share these, along
with some observations on the Christian response to spiritual hunger.

individual Christians and as I worshipped in large groups. We smuggled
devotional material, plus twenty-four
Bibles into mainland China (the government still won't let them in), and as a
young Christian, at some risk, came to
our hotel to take them, I realized anew
that God is still at work.
I saw God at work through his people, but I also sensed it in values. There
is a pleasing unity of faith and action in
the churches in the developing countries, and we in the West might well
learn from them. The non-Western
world can also teach us something
about cooperation among Christians.
They tend to stress similarities among
themselves rather than differences between denominations.
Then as we visited a 5000-student
Christian academy in the Philippines
and an aspiring Christian university in
Kenya, I felt God working and blessing.

I. God is at work through his people.

II. The world's people are fragmented.

I have no doubt about this. We saw
baptisms and church additions by the
tens and scores. We saw indigenous
church leaders shoulder responsibility.
We saw mission churches now moving
out to open their own mission fields.
We viewed the work of Far Eastern
Broadcasting Company and TransWorld Radio. Together they're reaching into all corners of the world with
the gospel.
I sensed God at work as I met with
The author is president of Messiah College.

We talk about the overwhelming
number of people in the world, the
heavy pockets of poverty, and the teeming millions. Certainly I was impressed
by these, but what struck me is how
fragmented the world is. In Africa
alone there are fifty countries with
hundreds of distinct tribes and dialects. And each tribe, with its own personality and customs, is seemingly
unaware of the others and convinced
that theirs is right.

III. The world's people clearly have
spiritual yearnings.

While many churches dot the landscape across America, in the Eastern
countries we saw a greater profusion
of shrines and temples. In Japan, for
example, which is highly secular but
has many gods, it's not unusual to see
incense burning, a form of ancestor
worship, at the door of the home. The
smoke from the smoldering sticks supposedly summons the spirits of the
dead and expels the forces of evil.
There are other signs as well—sacred
cows and monkeys, Buddhist idols,
witchcraft (which is on the upswing),
belief in nature spirits—which indicate
that men and women long for a spiritual and supernatural experience.
The city of Varnasi in India graphically illustrates this yearning for the
spiritual. This is the holy city of the
Hindus, to which thousands came to
bathe in the sacred water of the Ganges
and receive ablution from sins. We felt
that yearning deeply as we saw them
come at sun-up and as we saw the cremation fires. As they see it, those who
die on the shores of the river and have
their ashes scattered in it, will receive
eternal life.
However, we had our most memorable experiences of religious devotion
in the Moslem-Arab world. Each day
at about 4:00 a.m. the chants of the
Moslem priests awoke us. From the
top of the mosques they called to the
to page 12

